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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Humanitarian organisations are scaling up 
assistance to 65,000 people recently 
displaced by violence in the north-western 
Ouham Pende prefecture. WFP has 
expanded assistance to include host families 
in Paoua, the region’s main town where the 
displaced have fled to, and increased food 
rations. IOM and Danish Refugee Council are 
constructing shelters. Clashes between rival 
armed groups are ongoing and further 
displacements are feared.

Two aid groups have been forced to suspend 
operations and withdraw from Amada-Gaza 
town in the western Berberati prefecture 
following a 10 January raid by armed 
assailants who destroyed a bridge used by 
relief organisations. Food, agricultural inputs 
and school kit distributions have halted. 
Residents are reported to have fled into other 
villages, towns and in the bush.

DRC

The humanitarian community has requested 
for $1.68 billion to assist some 10.5 million 
people in 2018. It is the country’s largest 
humanitarian response budget, more than 
double the $780 million requested in 2017 for 
a three-year response. The huge rise is due 
to the severe deterioration of the 
humanitarian situation in 2017 following new 
or worsening conflicts.

Twenty-three cases were recorded on 12 
January in two neighbourhoods of the capital 
Kinshasa, bringing to 554 the number of 
cases since the beginning of the epidemic in 
November 2017. A total of 346 cases and 11 
deaths were recorded in the first two weeks of 
2018. The authorities and aid organisations 
are increasing measures to curb the outbreak.
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On 17 January, an army position in 
Toumour, around 10 km from the border with 
Nigeria, was attacked by Boko Haram 
elements. No population movement has 
been reported. The attack came a day after 
26 people, presumably affiliated to the 
armed group, surrendered the authorities in 
Toumour. Earlier this month, the Governor of 
Diffa announced an indefinite extension of a 
deadline, initially set for 31 December 2017, 
for Boko Haram fighters to surrender. 
Around 100 attacks blamed on the group 
were registered in the region in 2017.

NIGERIA

More than 9,600 Cameroonian asylum 
seekers from the country’s crisis-hit South-
West and North-West regions have been 
registered in Nigeria, with women and 
children accounting for 80 per cent. More 
people are fleeing through Cross River, 
Taraba and Benue states in Nigeria’s South-
South and Middle-Belt regions. They are 
using informal entry points as official borders 
between Cameroon and Nigeria remain 
closed in those states. UNHCR and partners 
are providing protection, food, basic 
household utensils, health and water and 
sanitation assistance.

More than 4,500 Nigerian refugees in 
Cameroon have expressed willingness to 
return home. An initial convoy of 1,000 
refugees will leave for Nigeria on 8 February. 
The refugees are mostly from Adamawa 
state. Around 200 refugees will be arriving 
every three days, according to an action plan 
for the process. Two transit centres have 
been established for screening and to 
provide transportation. 
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